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G2G PASS APPLICATIONS — HEALTHCARE WORKERS 
Statement 

HON DR BRIAN WALKER (East Metropolitan) [5.26 pm]: Before I make my statement, I want to congratulate 
Hon Matthew Swinbourn for that statement. I look forward very much to interacting with the new Parliamentary Friends 
of People with Rare and Undiagnosed Diseases group. 
My statement also refers to medical issues. Earlier, Hon Martin Aldridge asked a question about the nurse in 
Adelaide who was attempting to seek employment, and had been granted employment, in Kalgoorlie, but had been 
denied entry into Western Australia because of G2G issues. Bear in mind that I am very familiar with the need for 
the adequate protection of all residents of Western Australia and that I thoroughly approve of what is happening under 
the care of our health minister and Premier. I note that the nurse has been denied entry while at the same time there 
is a need in regional areas for adequate qualified healthcare personnel. She is willing to come to Western Australia 
and she is recognised and able to come, but she was not permitted to come. Also bear in mind that we are lacking 
people with these qualifications. We are bringing them in from abroad and are willing to pay for their flights and 
accommodation. She is quoted in an ABC article, which states — 

“To see that they had claimed that there were not enough people willing to work in rural Western Australia, 
so they were outsourcing, it just made me really angry because that’s completely untrue,” Ms John said. 

She is not, of course, my constituent. However, I have correspondence from a student from abroad who has been 
granted a research position as a PhD student at Curtin University. The student will not be researching the benefits 
of a particular mollusc or economic theory; it is medical research. He is specialising in research that would facilitate 
research into untreatable cancers like pancreatic cancer. This is of significance to all our patients who are suffering 
from cancers, because if we can unlock yet another key to managing cancer, it would benefit every Australian, not 
just Western Australians. He has approval from the university, including letters of support, and he has a full 
stipendium. He is not going to be a burden on the state. He has accommodation paid for and is a valued and respected 
international researcher, but what he cannot get is a G2G PASS. Hopefully, we will have nurses coming from 
abroad to work in Kalgoorlie, which is nice and certainly is needed, but we are not allowing homegrown nurses to 
enter our state. By the same token, another international researcher is not allowed to come into our state. There is an 
inconsistency. I appreciate and welcome the policy of keeping us safe, but we must have a consistent application 
of these policies. We either apply it to everybody in that category or to nobody. I beg that the government reconsiders 
and allows this student in, as he will be of service to all Australians. 
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